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EDITORIAL. 


WITH THIS ISSUE the present Honorary Editor lays down his blue pencil, 
his scissors and his paste-pot. He has been privileged to conduct this 
journal for the last five years, during which it has been given a new 
name, and has once more achieved monthly publication. The support of 
members for their journal, as contributors, correspondents and construc- 
tive critics, has never been greater and has considerably lightened the 
editor’s duties. In welcoming Mr. W. G. Smith to the office, may we 
record our appreciation of this support, and express the hope that he 
may continue to enjoy it in equal measure. 


INDEX, 1955 


The Index for the 1955 volume is distributed with this issue to 
subscribers only. Other readers may obtain a copy by sending a 1}d. 
stamped addressed envelope to The Hon. Education and Sales Officer, 
49, Halstead Gardens, Winchmore Hill, London, N.21. 


IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS .. . 


The following new AAL publications are now ready :— 


AAL Guides to the L.A. Examinations (edited by Dr. A. J. Walford). 


Final Examination, Part 3a (iv) and (v). English Literature, 
1780-1900, and 1900 onwards. 4s. 6d. (3s. 6d. to members). 


Final Examination, Part 4c. Advanced Classification and 
Cataloguing. 4s. 6d. (3s. 6d. to members). 
Sayers, W. C. B. First Steps in annotation in catalogues. New 
edition, 2s. 6d. (2s. to members). 
* . * & 
The AAL Guide to the First Professional Examination is still 
in preparation. Publication is not now expected before March. 


AAL Publications are obtainable from the Hon. Education and 
Sales Officer (Mr. J. S. Davey, F.L.A.) 49, Halstead Gardens, London, 
N.21). 
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LOGICAL CLASSIFICATION or A LIF 
OF BLISS 


by FAY CHIVERS. 


HE DID LOOK rather an odd little 
fellow; I thought so when he came 
in. He wandered round the shelves 
with a disgruntled air, poking at 
one or two volumes with his um- 
brella. Then seeing me leave the 
counter for a moment, he came 
over, nudged me, waved his hand 
around to indicate the bookstacks, 
and prepared to speak. 

“1 don’t understand this busi- 
ness of classification,’ he said 
plaintively. 

“ Oh—it’s quite simple—arts and 
sciences on the left—fiction in the 
middie—history and peoples’ lives 
over there.” 

“No, no,” he interrupted, “I 
don’t mean that. This classification 
—I’ve been reading it up. Where’s 
the tree?” 

It was about then that the inter- 
view began to assume the propor- 
tions of a nightmare. 

“Tree? ... we've got branches 


“No. Poor Harry’s tree. Never 
mind. What are your characteris- 
tics?” 

I began to edge away. 

“ Listen,” he said. He had the 
‘long grey beard and _ glittering 
eye’ approach. I listened. “ These 
people—Back Stairs, Filtertips and 
so on—I’ve studied them. You’ve 
got it all wrong here. You shou!d 
start with substance. It’s a funda- 
mental. I’ve got notes.” He ad- 
justed his glasses and began to 
read. ‘‘ Now we have one class a 
term, under the ideal principal. 
That’s right, isn’t it?” 

I hadn’t been to library school 
then. I agreed. 

“If you don’t use one character- 
istic as the basis of division at each 
stage, you get cross.” 

“Oh, I do,” I assented sympa- 
thetically. ‘It nearly drives me 


“Quite. Then we have some- 
one with the subalterns generally 
an infirm species.” 

I hadn’t done national service. 
either. I disagreed. 

“I think it might be clearer,” he 
continued, “ if we took a practical 
exampie and classified it according 
to a logical basis. Didn’t someone 
try it out with a librarian, or rag- 
and-bone man, or suchlike? 
attempt it. 
is he not?” 

I hardly liked to contradict. 

“ Now, we'll divide the type—as 
Johnson might have done—into 
librarians and damned librarians.” 
I murmured that the principle was 
wrong. He ignored me. “ They're 
both specious, aren’t they?" He 
thumbed the pages of a dirty small 
yellow cramming book, excitedly. 
“Tf that’s right, all librarians are 
‘mutually exclusive and collectively 
exhausive.’ ” 

I nodded. He fixed me with his 
eye. “I hope you're following,” 
he said. “It’s all a mental pro- 
cess. Abstraction just won't do, 
you know. I don’t think you've 
been listening. Show me the exten- 
sion.” 

I was not sure of his intention 
so I did not answer. 

“Well, what are the peculiar 
properties of the librarian? Is it 
denotation?” 

“ There’s nothing wrong with his 
notation,” I snapped. ‘‘ Now look 
—we’re closing soon—I should go 
home and think about it there, old 
chap.” 

“Oh, they don’t know I got away 
yet,” he assured me. “I had to 
come into a library to get to the 
root of this logical tree classifica- 
tion that I understood you _ used. 
Thev’re always telling me.” he tit- 
tered, “how unpredictable my 
behaviour is.” 


Let's 


A librarian is a genius, 
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“What makes you so interested 
in logical classification?” I en- 
quired, to make light conversation 
while I gradually sidled nearer to 
the telephone. 

“Tt was in hospital it began,” he 
said sadly. ‘“ An operation. Dicho- 
tomy. Very painful. I was on a 
library course and had my text- 
books with me; but I was doing 
very well till I got to the fifth pre- 
dicate.” 

“What happened then?” 

“ An accident.” 

He bowed, replaced his hat, and 
shambled off. He made a pathetic 
figure as he moved away through 
all the carefree people jostling in 
the queue, out into the great illogi- 
cal world. And as he disappeared, 
] still gazed after him, dewey eyed. 









The man in the Moon 


came down too soon . . 


And our announcement last 
month of the Seventh 
Annual Week-end Con- 
ference was also a little pre- 
mature. It has been neces- 
sary to change the venue 
from Girton College, Cam- 
bridge, to Keswick Training 
College, Norwich. The 
theme (Co-operation) and 
the dates (13th—15th April) 
remain the same. Further 
details will be announced 
later. Be sure that you have 
a note of the dates, and 





remember— 





NOR DO WE ! 


PRE-CHRISTMAS SALE of French and 
exclusive model Hats. All one price, 63/-: 
also model library Hats, many never worn. 
om 21/-.—Advertisement, Daily Tele- 
graph, 


for Cambridge read 


NORWICH 








A PEEP BEHIND THE SCENES 


By B. R. INGRAM, Assistant, Devon Co.L. 


WE STARTED OFF in Mr. Nelson’s new car laden with a couple of type- 
writers, book boxes and a paraffin heater. I have since ridden in this car 
with three other fellows, and found it luxurious compared to fighting for 
my honour with an over-affectionate oil heater. The thing would not 
leave me alone: holding it at arm’s iength only encouraged it—a deft 
wriggle and I would see it ogling me from the floor of the car, having 
soundly barked my shins on the way down! 

At last I mastered this menace and set about reading my T.LS., 
which I had dutifully brought with me so that the travelling time might 
not be wasted by idle views of the countryside glimpsed through the car 
window . . . goodness knows I tried hard, but after reading the same 
sentence for at least half a dozen times, I decided that my eyesight was 
far more valuable than the news that Western Australia wanted an 
assistant to take charge of the circulation of books to the Outback. 

We arrived at our destination in a rain storm, and it was a storm 
that had obviously been unused to any opposition during its journey 
across the Atlantic. It roared defiance at the houses and shrieked insanely 
through the trees, tearing the innocent spring leaves from their nursery 
boughs, filling the drains with them to convert the streets into treacherous 
waterslides. 

“ Better get the stove going,” came the muffled voice of Mr. Nelson 
from the depths of a cupboard full of damp fiction. Now I am not 
one to bear malice, and I turned to unpack the paraffin heater with no bad 
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feeling toward it, hut the thing obviously bore me a grudge so ‘at | 
nearly severed an _rtery cutting the string of the packing case. My 
reason was saved that day by the nail file I always carry with me for such 
emergencies, because it enabled me to hack through the wire that kept 
this beast in check. Assembled at last! ... victory? Not on your life! 
It had to be filled: the gallon can of paraffin opened. Again with the 
help of my trusty blade I prised off the lid—the marks of that particular 
struggle are now quite healed—and I then set about filling the ravenous 
monster. 

I am quite aware that there is a right and a wrong way to pour 
liquid from a square can with the cap at one end, and I’ve seen it done 
perfectly many times: there are really only two alternatives. But on such 
occasions I will lay one to a thousand that I choose the incorrect method. 
Had there been any takers that day I should now be a rich man. 

The oil was obviously in alliance with my old adversary, the heater, 
added to which it seemed to have a great longing for the wide open 
spaces: it didn’t trickle out of the can in the normal, civilised manner, 
but leapt out in great gouts all over the stove, the floor and my second- 
best shoes—thank goodness I took Mother’s advice. I managed to over- 
come this deluge and poured what remained into the leering mouth of the 
triumphant stove. 

By this time I was thoroughly shc’en, and from the strong smell 
that pervaded my person, might have been an assistant in a hardware 
store rather than a librarian. The branch library was situated in an old 
Methodist School, which it shared with a welfare clinic and an old 
people’s club, so to find my way to the wash-room I encountered several 
expectant grandmothers and dejected mothers before I reached a dingy 
little lean-to at the rear. I turned on the tap and hopefully held my 
reeking hands beneath. The thing gurgled and belched as if awakened 
from a long sleep, and just as I had given up all hope of water, vomited 
a stream of dirty, yellow liquid, soaking me to the elbows. Of course, 
there was no towel and by the time I had fished a handkerchief from 
my pocket my hands were practically dry. 

Mr. Nelson was very kind and understanding, even offering me a 
cigarette to steady my shattered nerves, realsing that until recently, 1 had 
led a sheltered life in non-county libraries where there are porters and 
such-like to fetch and carry for pampered assistants. He made sympa- 
thetic noises when | displayed my various gashes and damp spots, but 
made it clear that such things were part of the everyday life of an assistant 
in a county library. He also drew my attention to the blocked gutters, 
muttering about depreciation of the bookstock, but I refused to be drawn 
eut, having done quite enough for one day. 








Ask any Librarian the world over, 
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BOYS IN GREEN 
by ALAN GLENCROSS 


THE NEW NOVEL by Mr. Kingsley Amis, That uncertain feeling, is the story 
of John Lewis, an assistant librarian in a Welsh public library, who is 
simultaneously involved in an affaire with the wife of a member of the 
Libraries Committee, an application for the vacant post of Deputy 
Librarian, and his mistress’s attempts to secure the appointment for him. 
Parts of the book—the visit to a dance hall, the verse drama by an 
English-speaking Welsh poet, and the hero’s escape in improbable dis- 
guise from his mistress’s house, for instance—are very funny in the way 
that most of Lucky Jim was funny, but the strongest impression it makes 
is one of the author’s contempt for all his characters and for most aspects 
of their various ways of life. Since that contempt so obviously embraces 
Lewis’s profession, it is a pity it is not based on a greater familiarity with 
the subject. 

The story is set in Aberdarcy, a seaport in South Wales which boasts 
a University College. Its public library is “large,” and also seems to be 
dismal, dirty, badly stocked, ill-equipped, under-staffed and inefficiently 
administered. The members of the staff introduced into the story are 
Lewis himself, a graduate and an.A.L.A., who has been “ three years in 
this job ”; Ieuan Jenkins, who “ catalogued the non-fiction ” and “sees to 
the inter-library exchange system ”; “ young Dilys Jones, a b'onde girl 
of sixteen or seventeen”; and “ Webster, the Sub-Librarian”; who is 
“going to Leicester in a few months as Chief Librarian.” The Chief, 
referred to throughout as “ old Rowlands,” does not appear, even at the 
Committee meeting at which his new Deputy is to be appointed. 

The inadequacies of the staff, stock, catalogues, accommodation, 
caretaking and administration are all revealed in the first chapter, which 
describes Lewis’s first meeting with Elizabeth Gruffydd-Williams. Mrs. 
Williams has come to the Reference Library with a clear and unequivocal 
request for a book containing illustrations of Welsh medieval costume. 
She tries it first on “‘ young Dilys Jones,” whom it sends rushing to Lewis 
with a complaint that “ She’ve been terribly rude . . . Kept on asking 
me about a book on some old-fashioned thing. Something about costume 
or something.” Lewis, principally because he has nothing better to do, 
condescends to deal with the enquiry himself and goes up to the Refer- 
ence Library, “ slapping my heels on the dark-brown hummocky lino.” 
He identifies Mrs. Williams and asks if he can help her, trying “ success- 
fully, I think, to suggest how very unlikely, all things considered, this 
was.” She counters this gambit with “ My husband’s on the Council. . . 
He’s on the Libraries Committee,” and repeats her enquiry. 

Lewis’s next moves are: “ Wouldn’t the University Col'ege Library 
be a more likely place to enquire?” and “‘ Had you thought of trying the 
subject-catalogues here?” 

He is persuaded, under protest (“I warn you I’m not much of a cata- 
logue expert either”) to look himself. The catalogue is a printed one (or 
why the reference to page numbers?), in reformed spelling (“ Kostyoom, 
Dres or Kloadhing *’) and identifies the bocks by their “ shelf-marks.” It 
shows nothing except a history of underclothing. 

The next move is to take Mrs. Williams to see Mr. Jenkins (“ We 
can find out from him if we can get hold of something you might want 
from somewhere else”). They go along a “gloomy corridor” past “a 
room ostensibly dedicated to book repairs, but nobody used to do very 


, much of that in my time, and the place was actually three parts full of 
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junk” and into the room “where Jenkins catalogued the non-fiction. 
Nobody had been cataloguing the fiction since the outbreak of war, and 
after the war nothing had happened to make starting again seem <esir- 
able. Here too there was plenty of junk, much of it powdered with dust 
and plaster.” Until Jenkins arrives they talk, she leaning on a table and 
he on a “rusty cabinet.” She has then to write down her “ query about 
a possible exchange ” for Jenkins’s benefit. 

Elizabeth Gruffydd-Williams eventually gets her book—from Wands- 
worth. Apparently no library in Wales has any books on Welsh cosiume, 

The next eleven chapters deal with Lewis’s amatory misadventures 
and their consequences, but there are occasional references to the impend- 
ing “ election” of the new Sub-Librarian and to Elizabeth’s lobbying on 
Lewis’s behalf and Jenkins’s on his own. Chapters 13 and 14 deal with 
the interview and are more comical than the author can have intended. 
Perhaps the fact that each candidate had to submit twenty copies of his 
application may have had something to do with it, but there seems to have 

een little competition for the post. 

The Committee seems to be composed mainly of co-opted members, 
including one who is there “as representative of the Secretary of the 
Trades and Labour Council.” The “regular Chairman” is absent, and 
the chair is taken by Gruffydd-Williams, who seems to be the eminence 
grise of the Committee. Even so, he has to be “ prompted occasionally 
by the clerk.” The questions asked by the members of the Committee 
are probably little more fatuous than those often asked on similar occa- 
sions in real life, but two of Lewis’s replies, with their attendant solilo- 
quies, deserve quoting. Asked whether he thinks ability in “ seeking out 
obscure and little-known books” to be “an important qualification for 


the post,” he answers, “... Anyone with any self-respect would of course 
regard catering for the expert as an integral part of his duties,” thinking, 
“Yes, that’s right . . . showing the expert where to find the Encyclo- 


paedia Britannica or the Cambridge History of English Literature.’ He 
says that his special field of study is the drama, “ thinking of the time I'd 
helped a man from Brynbwrla Community Centre to confirm the absence 
from catalogue and shelves of The Duchess of Malfi.” 

The assiduous reader can discover further information about Aber- 
darcy Public Library and about Lewis’s standards of professional compe- 
tence and ethics. He wi!l learn, for instance, that all the users of the 
library are shabby, and that the library possesses only two typewriters, 
both of which are over forty years old. He will profit from the demon- 
strations of how to be rude to readers and how to deal with postal 
enquiries (“I crumpled all this up and threw it down the main steps into 
the street”) and will appreciate the ease with which the Great Light 
Fiction Problem has been solved once and for all. 

“On these shelves we kept about two hundred books of the kind 
technically known as romances. Most of them were ordinary ‘light’ 
romances, but a couple of dozen at one end made various untenable 
claims to literary merit. This two hundred, the composition of which 
changed only when re-binding necessitated the withdrawal of the old 
volume and the calling-up of a reserve from the open shelves, used to 
supply the entire literary needs of half-a-dozen times the number of 
housewives, office girls, shop girls and school girls. I sometimes wondered 
how this could be...” 

That uncertain feeling has been widely reviewed, and for the most 
part well reviewed. One critic used the word “ astringent ” in writing of 
it, I should prefer to describe it as “ emetic,” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 





DISPLAY DISCUSSION 


First—a word of welcome to the 
interest being shown in displays, a 
subject often much neglected but 
worthy of the attention of us all. 

Second—may I cross swords with 
Mr. Wakeman? In the November 
issue of the Assistant Librarian he 
says, “It’s axiomatic that one 
shouldn’t create a demand that can’t 
be satisfied at once... .” Is it? If 
so, why condemn book jacket dis- 
plays only, when the periodical Lib- 
rary Bulletin, with its list of recent 
additions, has the same effect? 

I have met this opinion regarding 
book jackets before, and I disagree. 
What does this form of publicity 
attempt to achieve? Besides telling 
our readers of our new additions, I 
submit that there is a more valuable 
aspect—making it known that certain 
books, or books on certain subjects, 
do exist. In my experience, this object 
is often achieved, to the surprise and 
pleasure of many a reader. 

Admittedly such an_ objective 
should possibly be aimed at “ the lost 
75 per cent” more than at the con- 
verted; admittedly, too, there may be 
slight disappointment to the reader 
when a book, so advertised, is “on 
loan at present.” 

| repeat, the criticism can be aimed 
at the bulletin as well as at the jacket 
display. But I do not admit its 
validity. Backed by an efficient reser- 
vation system it is no “bad thing,” 
Mr. Wakeman, when weighed against 
the advantage of putting the diversity 
of books over to our readers. 


J. R. Howes, 
Branch Librarian, Paddington P.L. 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Mr. Hope has touched on a matter 
that concerns us all, that of public 
relations. There is a_ tendency 
amongst librarians to bemoan the fact 
that no one appears to appreciate our 
true worth, but we deserve it, you 


know. Even NALGO, for all the 
mud that we sling at it, has its public 
relations officers at national, district 
and branch level, so that NALGO 
activities are reported in the most 
unlikely places. When, however, a 
letter or report on the alleged defi- 
ciencies of libraries or librarians is 
published in the local Press, we are 
lucky if we are defended at all. 

What I am suggesting is systematic 
coverage of the Press and every such 
letter or report answered not in three 
weeks’ time when everyone has for- 
gotten what it was all about, but by 
return of post. It is not enough to 
leave it to a few individuals (no names, 
no pack drill), who are prepared to 
stick out their necks to support the 
movement they believe in. We hap- 
pen to believe in libraries, but we 
live in a hard world and we shall have 
to fight for them on an organised 
basis or their claims will be over- 
looked. 

M. T. SLEIGHTHOLM; 
Senior Assistant, Leeds P.L. 

[As a result of recommendations at 
the Birmingham Conference, _ this 
Association is pressing the L.A. to 
appoint a Public Relations Officer.— 
Hon. Ed.]. 


L.A. MOTION 


May I comment on a number of 
statements which appeared in the 
Assistant Librarian in November? 

In referring to the motion put for- 
ward by the Council at Southport, 
the editorial stated that it is the duty 
of the A.A.L. “to see that the argu- 
ments are fairly placed before him. 
On this occasion we are confident that 
this was done.” I am not aware of 
what was done in other divisions but 
in the North-West, apart from a cir- 
cular letter issued by Liverpool to its 
own staff, no meeting was arranged 
and no letter was circulated which 
gave the opposition point of view. 
Under the byelaws the ballot papers 
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contained only the motion as it stood 
on the agenda and Mr. McColvin’s 
remarks in the L.A.R. hardly qualify 
as being representative of the oppo- 
sition. 

In the report of the A.A.L. Council 
meeting the Honorary Secretary stated 
that the motion was given “some con- 
sideration” by a “rapidly emptying 
Council Chamber.” Surely this was 
not sufficient for a motion of this 
importance. 

Again, the editorial stated that the 
voting of some chief librarians was 
“attributed in part to self interest 
(however subconscious).” It would 
not be unfair to apply the same argu- 
ment to some librarians who voted in 
favour of the motion. 

The editorial is misleading in stating 
that “the split . . . was less keen... 
due to the fortuitous circumstance 
that the last two speakers . . . were 
a chief librarian and an authority 
member, both of whom _ spoke 
strongly in support of the motion.” 
It is doubtful if anything said at the 
A.G.M. altered any opinions, as most 
delegates had already made up their 
minds as to how they would vote. 
There must be no hiding the fact 
that the split is very wide. 

The report of the A.G.M. lists the 
arguments put forward by the mem- 
bers who opposed the motion. 
(1) “The L.A. Council’s views are 
idealistic.” This was not, as_ the 
correspondent infers, “a term of 
abuse,” but a genuine belief by some 
members, that the motion was not 
realistic at the present time when the 
tendency in other spheres would 
appear to be toward decentralisation 
and stringent economies by Govern- 
ment Departments. 

It was admitted that consultation 
had not been held with local authori- 
ties but what makes this even greater 
condemnation was the failure to 
explain why this motion was placed 
on the agenda at such a late stage, 
without prior warning, when it was 
admitted that it had been under dis- 
cussion by the Council since May, 
1953. 


Local pride, may I remind your 


correspondent, 
bad thing. It 
should be 
couraged. 

Is it fair to suggest that Mr. 
Harrison’s speech was without a little 
of the quality which he condemned? 
I recall his exhortation to “go and 
look at Blackpool tower,” as a 
reminder of the defeat of similar pro- 
posals some years ago. 

Whatever the outcome of _ the 
acceptance of this motion, it is cer- 
tain that the L.A. has hindered the 
work of the librarians of smaller 
authorities, who may have to contend 
with existing conditions for some 
while yet. It has done a tremendous 
amount of harm to its reputation with 
committee members and the 
Authority Associations, who will view 
any further proposals and suggestions 
with grave distrust. 

The Assistant Librarian has not 
been fair in its presentation of the 
facts. I hope this letter may serve 
to redress the balance slightly. 


R. G. BENJAMIN, 
Librarian, Tyldesley P.L. 


is not necessarily a 
is something which 
encouraged, not dis- 


Unlike the writer of the Editorial 
in the November Assistant Librarian, 
I am not “confident” that the issues 
involved in the L.A. Council motion 
have been “fairly placed” before 
assistants. I cannot recall any full 
statement of both sides of the case, 
and I am certain that the directives 
which were sent to assistants by the 
Divisions did not advise them to 
abstain from using their postal vote 
if they “did not fully understand the 
issues involved.” 

Mr. W. G. Smith’s report of the 
A.G.M, is tinged with the same unfor- 
tunate bias. Whatever the pros and 
cons of this contentious motion, it is 
certain that Mr, Smith’s sneering 
reference to “ small town councillors ” 
is but another example of the manner 
in which the small authorities have 
been denigrated by the uninformed. 
These democratically elected “small 
town councillors” know far more 
about Mr. J. C. Harrison’s “rational 
service units” than does Mr. Smith. 
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They know, for example, that the 
spate of post-war legislation which 
has consistently robbed the County 
District Councils of their former 
functions constitutes the greatest 
threat to local self-government that 
this country has ever known. 

In place of the former local 
County District control we now have 
a web of ad hoc regionalism, which 
is a body blow against the demo- 
cratic principle of local public 
accountability. Paradoxically, these 
new ad hoc authorities enjoy more 
freedom than the elected District 
Councils! Even in those cases where 
functions have been transferred only 
as far as the County Councils there 
is a growing demand for the return of 
at least the “human” services, e.g. 
education and health to the County 
Districts, either by means of extended 
delegation schemes or by a system of 
reorganised County District areas. 
In any event, it is certain that local 
control of certain services—of which 
the public library surely is one 
example—should be preserved, and 
this principle was recognised in the 
1947 Report of the Local Government 
Boundary Commission and the 1951 
Report of the Local Government 
Manpower Committee. 

I need not attempt to describe the 
practical “advantages” which await 
the County Districts if their library 
services are added to the long list of 
transferred functions. Mr. G. F. 
Foster, Borough Librarian of Ashton- 
under-Lyne has done this admirably 
in a letter published in the Book- 
seller of Sth November, 1955. 
Moreover, until we know more about 
the administrative arrangements of the 
suggested “joint services,’ who can 
blame the small authorities for reject- 


ing this part of the motion also? 
Professor Robson states that “no 
opportunity for co-operation § in 


municipal affairs is likely to be used 
on a widespread scale unless it in- 
cludes legal powers of enforcement 
and some machinery for supervision 
by a central government depart- 
ment...” This sort of thing might 
please the planners in our midst, but 
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the County District Councils now 
only too well what it means. 
During the A.G.M. we were urged 
to cast our eyes in the direction of 
the Blackpool Tower, which we were 
led to believe symbolised the recalci- 
trant attitude of the small authorities 
at the 1946 Conference. Surely sub- 
sequent events in local government 
have proved that they were in fact 
right, or must we all eventually suc- 
cumb to the bureaucratic mind? 
PAUL SYKEs, 
Deputy Librarian, Warrington P.L. 


TYPOGRAPHY. 


The Assistant Librarian is always 
interesting to read, and our eyes are 
apt to examine even its remoter con- 
ners. Perhaps the printer could be 
persuaded to be a little more consider- 
ate towards harassed bibliography stu- 
dents in his colophon. The italic line 
in the heading is surely not set in 
Perpetua? 

Ancus Dunn, 
Assistant, Brentford and Chiswick 
P.L. 

[Mr. Dunn prompts the warning that 
the statement at the foot of our back 
cover, though true as far as it goes, 
does not purport to be a full typo- 
graphical description. Subsidiary 
matter in the headings is not always in 
Perpetua, and other faces than Times 
Roman are sometimes used in the text. 
Students of bibliography will surely be 
= i? to spot such variations.—Hon. 
Ed.]. 


LIBRARY SCHOOLS. 


Miss Catharine Halls’ otherwise use- 
ful account of the School of Librarian- 
ship, University College, is marred by 
a series of misleading statements. 

To ensure that her opening sentence 
is net misunderstood by graduates, it 
must be made clear that the London 
school is not ‘the only school of 
librarianship in England to give a post- 
graduate training in Jibrarianship.”” In 
fact, graduates of a high standard are 
welcomed at other schools, and in 
several, amount to about one-third of 
the average annual intake. 
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Rightly or wrongly, the London 
Diploma exempts from three out of 
four parts of the L.A. Final. Having 
mentioned this, it is hardly fair of 
Miss Halls to ignore the Final examina- 
tion in her detailed comparison. The 
fact that it is ignored results in the 
statement that there is no parallel in 
the L.A. syllabus, to the History and 
Theory of Librarianship, and to the 
suggestion that Historical Biblio- 
graphy is confined to the main Biblio- 
graphy paper. 

There is nothing remarkable about 
the London requirement that students 
of Bibliography should make intensive 
study of two selected subject fields. 


The Senior Examiner in Regist’ation 
B (V) has placed on record his 
which definitely demands such siudy, 

The fact is that if the L.A. syliabus, 
Registration and Final, is taken as a 


dlicy 


whole, and related to two years of 
study at a library school, the result is 
a programme both as thorough in its 


‘ 


stress “‘ upon a wider academic back- 
ground ” and more comprehensive of 
the major administrative problems of 
librarianship. 

P. M. WHITEMAN 


Assistant Lecturer, Leeds School of 
Librarianship. 


BACKWARDS OR FORWARDS ? 
Some extracts from the “ Newark Advertiser,” dated 5th October, 1955. 


Suggestion that, if the Library 
Association persist with its proposal 
that the libraries of small authorities 
should be put under county control, 
Newark Corporation should withdraw 
from membership and help to form a 
rival association was made at the 
Town Council’s meeting on Monday. 

As exclusively reported in the 
““ Newark Advertiser” on September 
21, the Library Association council 
recommended that all Councils with 
rateable values of less than £300,000— 
Newark’s is about £150,000—should 
hand over their libraries to the 
County Councils. 

This recommendation, due in large 
measure to the intervention at the last 
minute of the chairman of the 
Newark Gilstrap Library Committee, 
Mr. R. P. Blatherwick, J.P., was 
rejected at the Association’s confer- 
ence—though it was decided that 
there should be a postal vote on the 
issue by all members of the Associa- 
tion. 

Tributes were paid to Mr. Blather- 
wick’s action on Monday, when the 
Committee reported to the Town 
Council that it had resolved to oppose 
the Association’s recommendation, . . . 

Councillor L. Heaton (Con., South) 
said he was sure the whole Council 


would support the action taken by the 
committee—and would appreciate the 
promptness with which it was taken. 

“But I think some more positive 
action might be taken,” he said. “We 
could make it quite clear to the 
powers that be, whether the Council 
of this Library Association—which I 
presume to be only an advisory body 
—or anybody else, that under no cir- 
cumstances are we prepared to sit 
down and allow this library to be 
taken out of local control. 

“If it would do any good, I would 
suggest withdrawing from this associa- 
tion and setting up among all the 
non-county boroughs an amalgama- 
tion in opposition to it.” .... 


* * * 


If a library assistant helps to clean 
out the building during the care- 
taker’s annual holiday, should she be 
paid overtime as a library assistant or 
as a caretaker? 

The question was posed at Newark 
Town Council’s meeting on Monday, 
when several members attacked the 
Finance Committee’s decision that 
instead of an “acknowledgement ” of 
£3 to the assistant who undertook the 
extra work, overtime at the proper 
rate should be paid. .... 
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